LECTURE V

THIS rapid and glancing review of the most con-
spicuous instances of legislation in the ruder
periods preceding the present enlightened   age,   is
quite sufficient to enable us to answer the question
for what purpose and to what extent it was resorted
to throughout those periods.    We have seen that it
was employed to compose differences between various
classes  in  society   and  to  furnish  machinery  by
which the customary law might be more efficiently
administered, and from time to time to better adapt
that machinery to  the  changing  and developing
wants of society, and that where it was aimed directly
at individual conduct it was for the purpose of secur-
ing better obedience to the customary law by public
punishment of the more flagrant violations of custom,
which is the office of the criminal law;   in other
words, we find that at the first appearance of legis-
lation its province and the province of Public Law
were nearly conterminous.   The province of Private
Law is scarcely touched.

In the present enlightened age we find a much
greater resort to legislation; but the important
question is whether its purpose and nature have
been changed. This is easily answered. The whole
of the legislation of any American State, to take an